Founding fathers of St. Simon's Church gather outside the

building in this early photo.
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Eastern Orthodox
Christian history
here is rich one

Editor’s note: This is the first

in a series on the people who
founded Ironwood's St. Simon’s

Church, and the church.

By RON TRETHEWEY
Globe Correspondent

Their reasons for coming to this
country were the same as most

immigrants.

They were looking for greater
opportunity — economic opportu-

nity to be exact.

And Tony Michaels’ father,
Sam, was one of a group of set-
tlers from Lebanon to find their
way to Ironwood.

“They all came about the same
time, around 1912, Michaels
said. “This was a time in the Mid-
dle East before they discovered
oil, so times were tough. Most of
them lived off the land, in fact at
one time it was called the Paris of
the Middle East.

“Renowned since biblical times
for its cedar forrests, the mild
and moderate climate of Lebanon
produced a rich and abundant va-
riety of fruits and vegetables, but

the work was hard and economic
‘opportunity just wasn't there for

everyone.”

Michaels related that people
would ask how these Lebanese
people ended up settling in the
western end of the Upper Penin-
sula.

“I guess they landed in New
York and my father said they
asked the immigration people
there where the best place was to
look for jobs and they told them
the U P. because the mines were
opening and lumbering was pros-
perous and jobs were plentiful
and because jobs on the railroad
were numerous, they ended up
here,” he said.

And so they came, the founding
fathers of Lebanese descent.

According to Jack Jacobs, a
practicing attorney for McDon-
ald-Jacobs-Sile and Fauerbach,
who is now retired, there was
Isaac, Albert, Abraham, Jacobs,
Simon, Nicholas, Michaels, Bash-
ara, Elias, George, John, Hydar
and Khoury, many of them Bibli-

cal names that were used down
through the ages.

(See—MOST, Page 7)
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And when they got here most of
them settled on the northside of
town around Harding and Michi-
gan streets, according to
Michaels.

Most of them, however, never,
did become miners or lumber-
man, Michaels said.

“Instead, most of them, like Al-
bert, John and Khoury became
merchants and businessmen be-
cause that was mostly their par-
ents background in Lebanon.
They were mostly entrepreneurs
in the old country,” said

Michaels.

One of them, John Albert, a son
of one of the founding fathers,
George Albert, is a successful
downtown merchant to this day.

Tony Michael’s father became a
rallroad man for the Chicago
Northwestern Railway. He put in
many of the rails back in those
days before he was promoted to
section foreman.

It was a free train ticket offered
by the railroad to Tony's father
and the family that almost ied to
them becoming Californians.

“The railroad supplied free
train tickets for California and
my mother and father went out
there,” he said. “My father found
California with its moderate cli-
mate, its orchards and wine vine-
yards, for instance, Napa Valley,
a lot like Liebanon and my father
wanted to stay, but my mother
didn’t want to look forward to the
trouble of moving, especially with
us kids, so we came back.

“However, this was before the
California boom, which came af-
ter World War II when a lot of
the veterans from the war, who
were stationed there, came back
to settle,” he said. “In those days
real estate was real cheap. You
could have made a killing out
there.”

Anyway, these Labanen immi-
grants took their religion, East-
ern Orthodox Christianity, which
dates back to the early 1900s
with them to Ironwood, too, ac-
cording to Jacobs, wha writes: “In

Most Lebanese
became merchants
in lronwood

the beginning religious services
were held in various homes and
baptisms, weddings and funerals
were conducted by visiting
priests.”

Next: Building a church.
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Tiny church
is still active

An ancient faith

- Editor’s note: This is the third
in a series on the people who
founded Ironwood’s St. Simon's
Church.

By RON TRETHEWEY
Globe Correspondent
Tiny St. Simon's Church, of
Ironwood, continues to move for-
ward.
The church installed new pews
about 10 or 15 years ago and be-
fore that a balcony was added to
‘house an organ and the choir,
which at that time consisted of
two people.

A new steel roof was put on

three years ago.

In June of 1996 the church had
an historic day when Dimitri
Khoury, of Toledo, Ohio, the Mid-
west Bishop of the Antiochian
Orthodox Church, visited St. Si-
mons to bless an icon made by
fellow member James Burns of
Mellen, Wis.

A converted Roman Catholic
and a certified iconographer in
19956, Burne is creating several
more hand-carved icons for the
church.

Burns started training as an

iconographer in 1991,

“It includes a period of study
under a spiritual advisor and |

then you work under another ico-
nographer,” he said. “First, I had

to do a cross, then Jesus Christ, T

followed by the Virgin Mary.

“Then 1 had the work approved
by Bishop Job of Chicago,” he
added.

He has finished three of the
icons, including the one at St. Si-
mons and is presently working on
one for St. Mary's Russian Ortho-
dox Church in Cornucopia, Wis,,
the oldest Orthodox Church in

the Midwest and a registered his-
torical church, according to Ja-

cobs.

“The icons are relief carvings of

gpiritual meaning,” Burns said.
“ have been working in old

hardwoods and then I in-
lay other woods on that to pro-
duce the different colors. There is

no paifiting done. _

“I start with a basic board,
which is redwood and then I in-
lay other different color woods,
including red mulberry on top
and glue them,” he added. "I fol-
low that by rubbing in tongue oil,
gbout 14 coats and then cover
that with varnish. It works as a
preservative, keeping the uwgud
from cracking and warping.

"1t takes Burns spproximately

80 hours for each icon. He is pre-

paring six other icons for St. Si-

mons, including the Angel, Mary.

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

According to Jack Jacobs, there
were over fifty Orthodox families
in the 19408, before that figure
dipped drastically in the early
1970s. There are currently about
20 families.
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The church has its own gradu-
ate seminarian in Rick Michaels,
son of Tony and Gertrude
Michaels.

The younger Michaels is eligi-

ble to become a priest, but ac-
cording to Orthodox law, if he de-
cides to marry he must do o be-
fore he is ordained, according to
his father.

A graduate of the University of
Michigan in political science and
history and a graduate of the
geminary at Crestwood, N.Y., he
must make a decision, according
to his father.

“If he decides not to marry and
remains celibate, he has an op-
portunity to serve in higher roles
in the church,” said the elder
Michaels. “He must be single to
be promoted to bishop.”

At the present time, Michaels,
now 41, is conducting teaching
sessions and seminars and re-
treats for the church at the invi-
tation of the church’s priest. He
is at home presently after hold-
ing seminars at Livonia, Mich,,
and Madison, Wis.

«} have been taking these semi-
nars by invitation in this country
and Canada for about 12 years
now, Most of the retreats are on
weekends, so, in addition to
teaching the basics of our faith
and religion, I also do a sermon
or two at the priest’s request,” he
said.

Right now Michaels uses Iron-
wood and his parents’ home as
his base and takes on retreats
and seminars by request.

In providing some general back-
ground information regarding his
church, young Michaels ex-
plained the meaning of “eastern”

in identifying orthodoxy as the
Eastern Orthodox Church.

“By the time Christianity was
established as the officlal religion
in the Roman Empire, there were
two capitals: Rome in the West
and Constantinople in the East.
Since most of the orthodox faith-
ful have roots in this Eastern
area of the historic Roman Em-
pire, the Church is identified as
the Eastern Orthodox Church,”
he said.

Michaels said that in 1054 the

Church in Rome and the
Churches in the East split over
theological igsues.

According to Michaels, the word ;
Orthodox also has a theological

meaning. “It means right praise,
right glory or, more specifically,
right belief,” he said.
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Mary Abraham, sister of Nora Juntunen, is the bride in this wedding photo taken at St. 5i-

mon’s Church,
uals at the same site today.

He also explained why the
Eastern Orthedox Church and
the altar inside also face east.

“It symbolizes the fact that
when Christ comes again, he will
come from the east. He will rise
from the east,” he said.

According to Michaels, the
wearing of the crowns during a
wedding suggest the high calling
of man and woman.

“God made man the crown of
his creation. Man and woman
were created last,” he said. “It’'s a
symbol of man's high calling, be-
ing made in the image and like-
ness of god.”

As for the tying of the hands, “it
symbolizes that God made them
into one likeness and that they
will cleave to each other and be-
come one flesh,” Michaels offered.

Michaels illustrated the link by
using the Hebrew word Ish-haw.
“Ish means man and haw wom-
an,” he said. “Ish (man) is the
root word, while haw (woman) is
a suffix or addition.”

“The woman is the helpmate,
but she is the one who makes the
man complete, so in that there is
union and wholeness,” he added.

Michaels also describes the
omreaning of the bride and groom’s
walking around a table in front of
the church three times,

“That represents the Holy Trin-
ity — Father, Son and Holy Spir-
it,” he said. “The marriage is sup-

, posed to achieve the same mean-
. ing as the Holy Trinity — three

persons in one. Here, as well,

| unique persons, husband and

wife, share one nature and ex-
press this union in mutual love.”

A favorite verse at Eastern Or-
thodox weddings is Ephesians 5:
25, which suggests that marriage
is ane of the highest callings.

“It reads,” Michaels said,
“Highest love you will ever have.
As Christ has loved the Church
and has given himself for it.”

Michaels interprets: “It is say-
ing that he (man) is the head of
the household and he will sacri-
fice himself for his wife. Its head-
ship is really its service and its
power is the power of love.”

According to Micheals, Eastern
Orthodoxy has a long history in
this country dating back to 1794,
through the work of St. Herman

of Alaska The first Bishop of of
Alaska and North America was
St. Innocent, enlightener of the
Aleuts and Apostle to America.
He was installed as bishop in
1832.

“The first Orthodox building in
the mainland United States was
established at Fort Ross, Calif,
in 1812." he offered. “Our long

existence here i tied to Rusc.cw

Orthodoxy.”
The second longest Orthodnx
mission, strangely enough,

Michaels said, was established 1n
Finland.

“It probably has a lot to do with
Finland's close proximity to Rus-
gia and Russia’s influence on
them,” he said.

Michaels also said the Orihodox
church has a strong missionary
vision in publishing.

“We have several large publish-
ing houses, like Light and Life’
in Minneapolis, Minn., which
translate the service books and
worhip services into tlhe loan-
guages of the countries in which
they're practiced,” he said.

Under the Patriarch of Russia,
during the 19th century and
through the early 20th century,
the American mission enjoyed
considerable autonomy and local
control. The paternal care of the
Russtan Church did much to pro-
mote American Orthodoxy.

“The Russians were the first to
missionize in America and they
took their direction from the po-
htical establishment in Russia
(the Czar),” he said. "However,
during and after the Russian
Revolution, which brought politi-
cal chaos and loss of control in
Russia, Orthodoxy branched out
into ethnic control. The Syrian
and Lebanese, the Greek, the
Serbian, Albanian, Romanian
and Greek began setting up their
own Orthodox Churches.

“Now you can divide Eastern
Orthodoxy into two groups, East-
ern Europe and Middle East.”

Michaels says his church uses
the same civil calendar, but its
Christian calendar 15 a bit differ-
ent.

“We celebrate Christmas the
same day, but our Easter comes
on a different Sunday and it's
based on two factors. One, it
comes after the spring vernal
equinox and secondly, it comes
after the Jewish Passover,” he
said.

“Ag Moses passed over the Red
Sea to the Promised Land fulfill-
ing an Old Testament prophecy
of going from slavery in Egypt to

freedom in the Promised Land, s
in Christ, Christans go from the
glavery of sin and death to the
Promised Land of the Kingdom of

around 1920. The church continues to practice its ancient worship rit-

Church shares ancient
beliefs in modern world

God; they go from death to eter-
nal life,” he added.

Tony Michaels feels enthusias-
tic about his church’s future.

“l feel good about the future of
our church and about religion ns
a whole " he said. “We are getting
converts. Years age we would
lose members of our church to
other churches through mar-

riage, but in recent years we
have been getting new members

to come over to our church.”

“A lot of people like the tradi-
tions and rituals of our church,”
he added. “It's a conventional re-
ligion. I think church attendance

all over the world is coming back.
More people are seeking Christi-
anity.”

Although the tiny St. Simon
Eastern Orthodox Church has
been tucked away rather unaob-
trusively on Harding Avenue
since 1914, it has stond the test
that time has placed on it. It has
spoken the word, established the
faith and ministered to its mem-
bers well, and should continue to
do so in the next century.
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